The homeless mentally ill in the general hospital: a question of fit.
The evolution of general hospital psychiatry and the growth of the homeless mentally ill population in the United States have coincided temporally. Although the two have many points of confluence, their interaction has largely been of a last-resort variety, sometimes occurring by default and rarely adequately planned. The general hospital psychiatric unit has an important role to play in serving the homeless mentally ill--a role that is consonant with its mission of providing care to individuals whose service needs include special treatment interventions in short-term settings. That role may be most effectively implemented in a pluralistic service system, where the general hospital psychiatric unit is one of many facilities responding appropriately, but differentially, to the needs of individual members of the homeless mentally ill population.